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PASTORAL LETTERS 



LETTER FIRST. 

Olf PRACTICAL RELIGIO^J. 

Matt. vL 19, 20. 

My Dear Yodng Friends, 
PSE following pages have been drawn up 
|r one who individually cares for your souls ; 
id who, in his official character, is the mes- 
jnger whom God hath choeen to commnni- 
ite to you the knowledge of revealed reli- 
ioa. 1 intend them as supplementary to the 
zcBsional remarks on the most important 
jints of Christian doctrine and duty, which 
have laid before you during my course of 
ktechising ; and yon will find in them some- 
mes a repetition, and sometimes a conti- 
uation, of statements -with which you are, 
r at any rate with which you ought to be, 
Iready familiar. And I have begun with 
le subject of Practical Religion, because 
effectual attention can be paid 
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the theorff of religion, till there exists to 
tlie mind some desire for the practice (]f % 
When, therefore, I tell you tliat the BHbjeat 
npon "which T am addressing you is PracUad 
Religion, I mean to say, that my desire is to 
lead yon from the consideration of religion 
Hs a Bystem of propositions, to the consider^ 
ation of it as a system of pniiciples and mo- 
tives. And there is just as much difference 
between these two methods of viewing ra^ 
ligion, as there is between possessing a clenr 
understanding of the terras Aono»r andyucAt^ 
and theheing practically Aoncs/ andy«g?. Aod 
as in the relations of homan society, the know> 
ledge of virtues, without the sentiment or 
practice of them, is viewed as utterly wovtb- 
Iflsa and despicable ; so in that higher society 
to which we were admitted at oUr baptism'; 
Id that society whose purpose is holineBBj 
and whose home is heaven, and whose King 
Is the Redeemer ; in that society, the linonft- 
ledge of the most learned theologian is rated 
as nothing, unless as it is applied to the ex- 
citement of religious affections, and the di- 
rection of the moral condoct. '-■ 

Religion, then, is a practical science: of ill 
simpler language, God having revealed to 
ns his will in the Bible, our firat dnty is to 
use every means of ast-eitaining what that 
will is; and our nest, trt apply this know- 
ledge to the actual performance of the ttutMs 
which rre find to be i-eqnired of us. So madi 
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is dear from a mere conBideratioii of^tie 
Bible as a reveJBtion of God's will towtir^s 
na, with the announcement of certain reward^ 
aitd punishments consequent upon obedience 
or disobedience. But there is another ooiir 
sideration, which may lead as not only to 8e« 
more ulearly the neceasity for practical reli- 
gion, bat also to |)eict'ive more distiactJf 
nrhatare its i-eal natme and its required ex- 
teot: and that is the eonelderalion, that our 
'existence here is intended by our Creator fte 
A training, a process of education, tending to 
fit as for the enjoyment of heaven. And thus 
Godf in Scriptnre, forbids certain practices 
and certain tempers, not merely because such 
48 bis will, but because indulgence in them 
vroald leave our minds in a etate of uuQtneap 
for heaven : and he enjoins certain duties and 
•Sections, because it is only by acting and 
feeling in such a way, that we can be brought 
into a state of mind capable of enjoying that 
4>arttcular sort of happiness which God has 
prepared in heaven fur those that love hiro. 
Sou Bee then, my dear young frieuds, tJie 
grounds of tliat anxiety which those most in- 
iterested in your welfare feel respecting your 
tibecoming practically religioiis. They are in- 
.ter?sted in your advancenitnt in every branch 
tof-bnowledge which tends to render you hon- 
'Oorable, useful, or agreeable among your fel- 
gfewrinortBls, because, in the common course 
' riaf nature, there will probably be a certtixa 
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portion of time, a certain number of yearn, 
during wbicli much of your happiness will 
depend upon the use of thoee preparatory 
years which have been devoted to educatiom 
And Dpon the same principle, namely, a deep 
interest in your fulure happiness, tbey are 
solicitous as to your religious attainments; 
because they know that your happiness, not 
for a few years merely, but for an immea- 
surable eternity, is to be determined by the 
use you have made of those means of reli- 
gious instruction, and of that term of life on 
earth, which it is the intention of oar Creator 
we should use as means to fit us for the en- 
joyment of heaven. 

In my course of catechising, it baa be«ti 
my principal object to instruct you intherteorjr 
of religion, that is to say, to inform your dd- 
derstandings as to the truths that are really 
revealed in Scripture ; because it is evident 
that tiod's will must be known, before it can 
either he believed or obeyed. But even tben, 
I trust that none of you who paid any atten* 
tion to the subject, could fall into the error 
of supposing that mere knowledge was all 1 
wished to instil : even then, as related to 
morality, you could not but see, that virtues 
and vices were described, defined, and illus- 
trated, for the purpose, and only for the pur- 
pose, of enabling you to praclise the one and 
avotc/ the other. And now, it is my earneat 
desire to impress upon your minds the same 
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fiofiviction witli respect to the articles of Cbria- 
Ukb belief. Witb respect to tliern, knowledge, 
bowerer necessary, is but a prep^iratory atepi 
and though it might be stmnge to speak of 
performing the articles of our creed ; yet it i« 
perfectly true and correct to say, that prac- 
tical religion consists in acting in accordance 
with a right belief of the Gospel revelation. 
And as Ao«e«/y does not consist in kaowing 
precisely wbat is my own, and what is my 
iieighboar'a ; nor yet in admitting as a certain 
truth, that it is the will of God 1 should ab- 
stsm from all unauthorised use of that which 
is another's ; but in a moving principle of ac- 
tion, a disposition and affection of the mind, 
directly prompting me to such an abstinence : 
BO neither does that religion which is well- 
pleasing in God's sight, and available to the 
securing of our eternal welfare, consist in 
admitting or maintaining as truths, the facta 
that Christ made an atonement for the sins of 
all mankind, that holiness is essential for ad- 
,roittatice into heaven, and that it is attainable 
only by the aid of the Holy Spirit ; but it con- 
aieta in acting, externally and internally, in 
thought word and deed, as if we believed 
these things to be true. 

1 trust 1 have now succeeded in conveying 
to your minds a general notion of what 1 mean 
by Practical Religion, and a conviction, that if 
yon would be happy, you must be practically 



if'y'^ii inherited, and could inbe 
(if from your parents, and that 
W one profession or trade by ' 
bid in future Jife be allowed to aoj 
ires. Would you be easy, though 
it you were perfectly ignorant o 
■ion, or at any rate, perfectly in 
Kng any little knowledge you r 
IB into practice ? Would yon rest 
ifbdolent reliance on the providen 
Vbe happy in the belief, that in spi 
Dmpetence, your wants would soi 
*r be provided for. You know 
earthly things you would not ret 
roBare conscious that if yon did, ; 
Bon foolishly and mischievousl; 
n, will you not apply to intereai 
ily higher importance, the princif 
(.unhesitatingly and instinctivelj 
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not yonr state infinitely and incalculably more 
mtserable, if, while approaching the tranBition 
from time to eternity, the moment when all 
worldly possessions, knowledge, and accom-- 
plisbmeuts, will cease to retain the slighteet 
valae or utility, yon remain totally occupied 
And satisfied with tbem,and totally unfarniahed 
with those qaalities of mind, and habits of ac- 
tion, which aie indispensible to the enjoyment 
of Heaven, 

The acquisition of these qualities and ha- 
bite, ie that laying »p of treasure in Heaven, 
recommended by our Saviour as the highest 
exercise of practical wisdom. He did not mean 
to recommend the accumulation of a certain 
number of detached ads of virtue, in return 
for, and in payment of which, a certain portion 
of heavenly happiness is to be expected. Acts 
of virtue, however numeroDS, could never 
meril an eternal reward, because, at beat they 
are finite and imperfect; nor could they ^i 
for the reception of a gratuitous happiness, 
anlees they sprung from a constitution of mind, 
atom of thinking and of feeling, in accordance 
with the occupations of the inhabitants of 
Heaven, He therefore w riv/i towards God, 
sn& haa laid up treasure in Heaven , who know- 
ing^ as far as it can be known, what is the 
nature of that future happiness which (lod has 
prepared forhie servants, has, by a grateful 
acceptance of tlie gospel of salvation, acquired 
aright of admiEsiun to it; and who, by the aid 
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Qtlbe Holy spirit, tiBs arrived at sueb a etAt« 
ftfopinioos, tastes, and leclinga, aa to be pasoi 
pared for the enjoyment of it. 

I bare said ttiat detached acts of virtueam 
not the treasure in Heaven ; but do not tnlti' 
understand me, to mean that external acts sre 
Dot to t>e taken into the account in estimaUng 
our religious state. In judging of anotbet 
wan, it is of course by his actions alone tbol 
we can form any notion of his internal cins 
racter; and in judging ourselves, we can be 
sore that our love to God, the essential priAr 
ciple of religion, is true and genuine^ only 
when we find experimentally that it imp^ 
us, and enables us to do the things whieli he 
commands us. 

And now having at some length, but I trust 
neitbcr at a wearisome nor unnecessary length, 
pointed out to you the necessity and general 
character of practical religion, I would next 
proceed to consider the practical application 
of some important doctrine, tlic theory and 
scriptural evidences of which have been tly 
ready considered during our course of caict! 
ebisjng. Let us take, for example, the prinrntp 
doctrine, not of Christianity merely, butof ed| 
true religion, that there is one God, the Fa- 
ther Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth. 
This is a truth, belief in which is antecedent 
to a belief in Mcripture. We admit the Bsaet> 
tion unhesitatingly and almost instinctively, 
I it iiresented to our minds, atxl as 
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Eoon as we can form a toierable idea of the 
terms in which it ia conveyed ; not on the au- 
thority of the nniTersal consent of the hanian 
race, for of that consent we cannot be aware 
till we have advanced much forther in know" 
ledge ; nor on the authority of arriptnre, b*- 
eanse scriptnre can have no authority except 
©rer those who believe that there is a God, and 
that the Bible is his word ; but we believe H 
on the evidence of all those mighty reauttexrf 
power, contrivance, wisdom, and beneficeflfeei 
which we feel within hb, and perceive around 
ne.' On this fundamental point, belief assumes 
the steadiness and certainty of knowledge; 
and a. well-ordered mind no more doubts (hat 
the world was created by God, than it doubts 
ihnt the pyramids of Egypt were erected by 
the agency of man. Here, then, there seems 
nothing wanting in the theory of religion ; we 
a)I believe that there is a God, and that he is 
not merely the Creator, but also the moral 
^fovernorof the world, — " that He is, and that 
He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him," But now let us consider for a moment 
what is the right corresponding practice ; or 
rather, since that is too clear to require any 
explanation, let us consider bow far our prac- 
tice, that is to say, the habitual state of our 
sflectione and acts corresponds with this iirst 
article of our belief. 

We believe, then, that God bath forbidden 
certain praclicee, and declared that Vv\&"«^^V 
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abides upon tbe doers of tinim; we believe I 
him Bt the seme time to be Aimiglity, having I 
tbe power to destroy both body and sou] in 
hetl; and ^et therit is probably not a single 
human being who has not, on many oco«- 
eions, ventured to incur Uud'a wrath for the 
sake of Bome transitory gratiiJcation. In one 
beh'ef of God, we include the notion ofOel-' 
nipreeence, and liold tliat " all things sn 
Haked and open to tbe eyes of Uim with 
whom we have to do;" and yet, while tbe 
presence of the most insignilicant of mor- 
tals deters men from doing whatever ia rec- 
koned wrong or unbecoming, the presence of 
God is in practice forgotten ; and under the 
influence of temptation, that is, just in tbe 
cases where belief ought to act in all its vit 
gour, there is a lamentable prevalence of 
that most fatal folly, " the saying in the heart 
that there is no God," Of his own grcid 
deficiency io this matter, of tbe sad want af 
agreement between tbe convictions of his un- 
derstanding, and the determinations of hiawiU, 
between his faith and bis practice, every enc 
muEt be aware, who has paid any conscientioiH 
attention to his own religious state. 

But you will naturally ask, and God gmnt 
that you may ask with a real and a deep interest 
in tbe answer, what is tbe i-emedy for this defr- 
ciency in the very root of all religion? IT tbe 
fullest conviction of my understanding, upon a 
pviiil affecting my own highest interests^ doea 
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not set 89 a sufficient motive in leading meio.tbe 
perbrmance of my dutj-, where is it posBibl&i 
in the- nature of things, that I can &ai\ one? 
Hnmanlj speaking, that is, epeakingof human 
means, and of that which you can do for your- 
setves, the remedy lies in tasking your mindfl 
ixi the consideration of this great truth, the 
Omnipreaence and Omniscience of Ood. Yoo 
cannot of yourselves bring this truth to bear 
wiien it is immediately need«l, but yoo may 
certainly render it much more familisr to 
your minds, and therefore more likely to 
occur in the hour of need than it now is. 

And this seems a proper place for reminding 
yon, that the imagination, which must operate 
very importantly for good or for evil on the 
eternal ftite of every human soul, is in a very 
great degree nnder the direction of the will ; 
nnd as far as it is so, we are, of course, ac- 
countable for its exercise. Now we may, if 
we will, habitually indulge in a train of ideas 
fibaolutely sinful ; or stopping short of this, 
we may devote those portions of time which 
Me neither engaged in business nor external 
amusement, to such frivolous imaginations, bx 
weaken rather than strengthen the moral 
|mwers, and lay the mind open to tlio attacks 
of every temjitation. But on the other hand, 
w« ran, if we will, call to mind that in our 
TDOst r^ired privacy, (iod is present — that 
i^* He is aboot onrpath and aliont our bed," 
Huui that '' all thin^B are naked and o^etwi.nt'^ 




mity before God. But theo, 
inl strength, we shall do this i 
linfally, and unsuccegsfully ; an 
hsTj one who has attempted it 
Ml either give up the attempt in 
liK have recourse to that aid of 
firit, which can alone strengthed 
riifacB into good resolutions, andJ 
nr goings in His paths, so that on 

ip not." 

Practical religion, therefore, in n 
be Hrst article of the creed, consista 
Ig the ideas of (rod's presence, b 
nd power, as familiar as possil 
linds; and trying honestly, and pi 
pntly, that they may be effectual in 

bt raerelV our ni-tinno fnt- njliii-tn 
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can scarcely be any intelleclunl error as to its 
practical application ; and supposing adoctrine 
to be seen clearly and believed truly, there 
can be little difBculty in determining precisely 
what is the line of conduct which accords with 
it. You may indeed be led to suppose that 
ttiere is more difficulty than I allow, by obser- 
ving that, even among tliose whose religious 
theory is the same, there is considerable dif- 
ference in its application to practice, and that 
the charges of unnecessary rigour, and of 
sinful compliance with worldly usages, are 
reciprocally objected by parties wlio profess 
an entire accordance as to all the weightier 
matters of Christian doctrine. This difTerence 
of practice may, and indeed must tend to lill 
. the mind of the young Christian with doubts 

(and difficulties, and I shall therefore conclude 
this letter with a few remarks on its apparent 
origin, and the light in which it ought to be 
considered. 

There are then two moral questions that 
may be put respecting any proposed act or 
course of action; it may be enquired whe- 
ther the action be lawful or unlawful, and 
it may be inquired whether it be expedient or 
inexpedient: and that the Christian ought to 
consider these as separate questions, is clear 
from the distinction made by St. Paul, " all 
things sre lawful for me, but all things are 
L ttot expedient." We judge of the lawfalness 
I or unlawfulness of an act upon get\eTu.l i^\\^\.- 



BTCTL'Btt i)l jiower in tlie Magietrat 
»wn time. (Rom. xiii. 40 Where^ 
here exists a difference of opinion i 
awrulnfisa or unlawfulness of any 1 
nvst exist a previouB difference a»i 
erpretation of some text of scripturei 
lifferences which 1 wish now to conri 
nore out of the second question ; 01 
hey arise from applying the first qii 
ets which ought to be referred to tWt 
Lcta are lawful or jinlnwM to all mi 
gres, and at all times, with such dM 
nly BS are specified and provided M 
ivine law ; but acts are expetHeiU tk 
ieiit, when, being neither forbidden*! 
ded in scripture, the doing or Oj 
I has a tendency to promote ori 
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a person, who, while poeeeasitig m&ny useful 
asd agreeable qualities, is known to hold in* 
fidel opinions as to religion, or loose s^nti* 
ments with respect to morals : and the question 
is, can I, consiBtently with my duty, contract 
or keep up an intimacy with EUt:li a persai)? 
Lawfuhiess or unhiw fulness are here mani* 
festly out of the question, which is one en- 
tirely of expediency ; keeping in view, hpwr 
ever, that Chrlatian " charity seeketh not^ h«T 
own" exclusively, and that the expedieiwjr 
here epoken of is the spiritual improvement 
of ourselves and of those who come within 
the sphere of our action. Is itthen expedient 
for the Christian to seek the society of the 
person de&crihed? That depends upon the 
cifcumstancee and character of the Cbriatian. 
If he he advanced in years, and matured both 
In the knowledge and practice of religion, it 
may probably be expedient for him to do that 
which would be \ery inexpedient for the 
weaker mind and unsteady principles of a less 
matured and less experienced Christian ; in 
the foroter case, the probability might strongly 
incline to the improvement of the irreligious 
jnind ; in the latter, as strongly to the corrup- 
tion of the religious one- 
Questions of moral expediency arise to the 
conscientious mind of ayoung Christian, most 
frequently in the disposal of those porlione 
of time which are left entirely to his own 
diecretion, and in the choice of TeUsatAoos. 
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andnmueements, Here there exists » TVJde 
diSurence of opinion, and u ]»rge class of r^ 
ligiohists louJIy prnnounce the absolute sra- 
fulness of almuBt all the popular amtiseiiietitB 
both of the higher and lower classes of society. 
But 1 trust, that from what I have alreatfy 
said, 7<>ii will perceive, that even where tbey 
totally fail in proving this einfulness, still iUe 
important question o! espediencj remains to 
be settled by every conscientious Christian in 
his own individual case. Now, a conscieo- 
tious Christian is not necessarily gloomy «r 
unsocial ; bat he ia necessarily, and as for &B 
bis natural character will admit of it, sober 
and reflecting ; he knows that he has high ia- 
terests nt stake, and that his use of time is 
influential upon his prospects for eternity. And 
if you, my young friends, settle the choice 
and the measure of your amusements with 
this sentiment of practical religion active in 
your minds, there is, I believe, tittle danger 
of your being misled. If, on the contrary, 
you are practically indifferent to the religious 
imjwovement of your hearts, and look only to 
positive prohibitions and penalties ; yon will, 
by fostering your natural taste for frivolons 
society and trifling amusements, increase yonr 
natural unfitness for heaven, and thus fras- 
trate the one great purpose for which a bene* 
ficent Creator sent you into this state of trial 
and probation. 

i have now done. You will not think tbat 
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I bare dwelt too long upon the subject of 
Practical ReUgknij now you see wbat ismeabt 
bj tbe expcession. If you use rigbtly tbe iri- 
tellectiBid powers, and the means of impraring 
tbeniy with wbicb God has blessed you, yob 
will study many a treatise upon the pradii&l 
application of science, far longer, and far moFe 
difficult tban that which I now offer to your 
attention. But whether it relate U^ the syaliBn 
of the material universe, or the political re- 
latioDS of society, to the powers of the human 
mind, or tbe structure of tbe human body, it 
relates to a subject which is as dust in the ba- 
lance, in comparison with the subject of tUs 
letter. The more you know of such matters 
tbe better ; but it is possible to be totally ig« 
norant of them, and still to be happy; but 
Pruciical Meiigion is the one thing needful for 
the happiness of your eternal existence ; and 
that God may give you grace to choose, and to 
bold fast this better part, is the wish and 
prayer of your faithful Friend and Pastor, 

C. H. TSRROT. 
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ra vUL 14-17. — sit- 1-7- Hcna- «■ 

■.^Confirmation, as it ia now pra( 
he Protestant Episcopal Cbarcli mM 
ry, is a religious ceremony, in wM 
vbo have been baptised daring itifil 
ire now capable of understanding i' 
f the covenant into which they thenli 
ppear before the assembled churchy 
> ratify and confirm the promise an^ 
inally entered into in their name.iM 
ther Imnd, the Church of Christ, I 
id ucceptingtheir declaration and aj 
linsin prayer to Almighty God, foril 
tverance in the faith ; «nd through tU 



ON COXFIBMATION. 19 

enumerated, ynu will perceive, that in the 
apoatotic age, the laying on of the apostles' 
hands, wbevever it could be had, followed the 
sacrament of baptism, and was accompanied 
by a peculiar action of the Spirit in the com- 
mnnication of Gupernatural gifts. But the 
texts referred to, from the Epiatle to the He- 
brews, appear to shew, that the blessing which 
accompanied the laying on of the apostF^S' 
hands, was something more important to the 
indivi^uHl, and more spiritual in ils nature, 
than those miraculous powers which were 
conferred on the Church in its firstage, merely 
as an evidence of the truth of its doctrines. 
For we find that the apostle ,)oinB it with bap- 
tism, and descriljes them as being equally im- 
portant, and as standing equally among " the 
first principles of the oracles of God." It 
seems therefore rational tri conclude, that the 
Spirit, as conveyed by the imposition of hands, 
not merely gave uiiraculous powers, but also 
strengthened and confirmed the penitence anil 
the faith which had rendered the person on 
whom it acted, a Ht subject for the previous 
sacrament of baptism; for, on no other sup- 
position could it bear any analogy to bupLbmi 
or be fairly put on a footing of equality wilti 
it And this view is confirmed by the indis- 
putable fact, that the Church, in the age im- 
mediately succeeding that oF the apostles, and 
when the miraculous gifts had confessedly 
ceased, still ]>racticed the imposition uCiaaAs, 
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und considered it aa a continuation oC'_jtfii 

apoitelic usage. xi.pn 

A detailed enquiry into ttie evidence of 
the Cliristian Fathers on this subject^ wdhM, 
however, be quite out of place here ; it wiJI 
lie more to the purpose, if 1 proceed at once 
to lay before you the manifest expediency «f 
Confirmation, and then endeavour to sbow 
how you may beat use it lo your own eternnj 
fcdTaniage. 

In Baptism, you were admitted as memben 
of that society which Christ founded upoa 
«arth, to be a gehoo] for forming the membere 
pf a higher society hereafter to be inetitBted 
in Heaven. That Christ did not only reved 
a certain system of doctrine, but did also to* 
stitute a visible Church upon earth, a religioiu 
society, with a particular right of adtnissiofl, 
particular conditions of continuance, and wiUi 
different officers for its government; tiiat » 
U> say, distinguished by every thing requimte 
to constitute a separate association or societf, 
is in my opinion equally true and important] 
but I sliatl postpone a more particular inqniry 
Mto this fact, until 1 come to address youoa 
the institution of the Church. In the meoD 
time, taking for granted that there wao from 
the day of Pentecost, and ever has contiuQeJ, 
a visible Churtli of Christ upon earth, con* 
sisting of all Ihose who httve been baptised 
according to Christ's ordinance, in the name of 
thii Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
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C^oit; Biid considering that you were ad- 
mitted into this society during yonr earliest 
Infancy, long "before you could understand 
any thing of the conditions under which you 
were placed, or the privileges to which you 
(were admitted ; it will not be difficult to show 
Wie expediency, and, i might almost sav, the 
necessity, either of confirmation, or ot some 
bqaiTBlent rite. 

The Church into which you were admitted 
At your baptism, has provided, that as soon as 
^U are capable of understanding them, you 
shall be instructed in all the conditions of the 
Christian covenant ; and after having allowed a 
Kaeonable time for the acquisition ofthisknow- 
Jedge, nothing can be more reasonable than 
fbat she should call upon you to declare whe- 
iher yon consider the covenant as a beneficial 
' •ne, and are willing to abide by its conditions. 
It is also reasonable, that if any baptized per- 
•OnB, arrived at the years of discretion, should 
refuse to make such a renewal of their bap- 
tismal vow, then the Church should withhold 
from them admission to the higher privileges 
of Christian communion. For, as the Church 
Ib a society founded for the promotion of a 
particular quality, Holinees ; the person who 
erases to declare that he desires to attain 
ibis quality, or who refuses to declare hrs 
ligreement with the Chnrch, as to the means 
%y which )t may be attained, ought not t« be 
iteated aa a Christain broU\et, «.w4 w> >som»- 
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feetly uulit for llie society of Christ's bilMai 
people upon earlb. Confirmation is therefore 
neceaeaiy, as a precautionary measure on ibe 
part of the Cburch. But I am desirous ratUer | 
of pointing out to you its expt^diency to iite | 
pergon coufirtned ; of shewing why yon ell I 
haTe reason to be thanl^rul that you have 
been, or will be shortly, invited to the ordi- I 
nance of confirmation. And the expedieocf I 
lies in this, that at a most important crisis of | 
life; at u time when most of you must beconK I 
the independent directors of your own coodjict, I 
in a much greater degree than during the years ' 
of childhood; at a crisis when in fact you moat 
make a choice between the contending priiK 
(iples of good and evil, each claiming your 
Bervjce ; and when the choice of evil is eng- 
geated to you by the prevalent maKima and 
practices of an ungodly world, and finds s 
ready advocate in the weakness and sinfuIneM 
of your own fallen nature; then the Charcb, 
as a faithful guardain of your spiritual iole- 
rests, steps in, and reminds you of the impor- 
tance of your choice, and of the excellence 
and blessedness of that alternative, which, but 
for her, you might have been left to forget, or 
induced to dislike and to reject. Such is the 
charitable anJ parental intention oftheChurcli 
in inviting you to the ordinance of cotiGrma.- 
tion, and requiring of her ministers that the.y 
shall, to the utmost of their abilities, cotnina- 
nicate to you the knowledge requisite for your 
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direction, And excite in you tbe disposition to 
to ase your knowledge to its proper purpose^ 
Sacb is tbe intention of tbeCharcb ', and tb^NU 
fore^ when I address yon ontbis, and on ofb^ 
matters relative to yoar bigbest interests, t' 
trust yoa will consider me^ not as a mer^ 
prirate wellwisher, much less as an anaatbGi« 
rised Intruder into matters in wfaicb I bave *iid 
concern ; but rather as an official messengei^f 
sent to you by tbe Church, and by Him wbU 
M the Head of the Church, with a communf^ 
eationr of tbe deepest importance to yodi' 
eternal welfare. And if this, which is the 
true view of the character in which I address 
yoQy should lead yon to suppose that at any 
time I am not expressing my own sentiments 
and feelings, but merely acting an official part; 
though in thinking thus you may do me les* 
than justice, still I would say, put my senti- 
ments and feelings totally out of the question. 
When a king sends a herald to declare his 
wilt, it may be wise to scrutinize the mission 
of the herald, and to ascertain that be conveyii 
accurately the message committed to him ; but 
tbtft being ascertained, bis own sentiments dd 
tbe subject can be of no importance whateve)": 
Consider me then as Christ's minister ; ntiit 
Indeed empowered, like the prophets and 
apostles, to communicate truths which there 
IS no poB^bility of your otherwise learning ; 
but commissioned to inform you of truths, 
which, though they exist in the reveal^ ^^x4. 



lerence to the conditions of the b|^ 
'en ant. t 

At youj baptism, it was promised | 
me, tliat you should renounce eve]| 
tion that arrays itself against th^j 
icy of Jehovah ; thatyou should bd| 
irelntiuiiB, and that yuu should tA 
mmandmentsof (iod ; and this prod 
e now invited to ratify and confirnJ 
vn persons. But do not, 1 bese^j 
lagine, that by complying with thii 
m, yon impose upon yourselves an 
m and an accountability which itt 
r your interest, and which it is < 
twer to avoid. In such a suppoai^ 
e two great errors. Tbe first eri 
owing the baptismal covenant, as bt 
1 human covenants, one of recipB 
intage; and in doubting whether tt 
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sites indiBpen Bible in llio very natare of things. 
For as the bleeelnf of external peace and 
tranquillity cannot possibly be enjoyed by tbe 
man of violent, irritable, and nnkindly pas- 
sions ; so neither can the state of happiness 
prepared for God's redeemed people be en- 
joyed by any but those whose hearts have on 
earth been disciplined into harmony with the 
holiness of its delights. The other error to 
which I have alluded, is that of supposing, 
that by ratifying the promise of baptism, yoa 
create an obligation which did not previoasly 
exist. Of coarse, by promising solemnly, and 
in the especial presence of God, that yoa will 
do that which you have neither the intention 
nor tbe desire of doing, you would shew a 
most lamentable contempt for the power and 
jastice of the Almighty, and would add to all 
your other sins, that of gross hypocritical 
falsehood. But every obligation contained in 
tbe baptismal vow existed, so soon as the 
facts and truths to which it relates, together 
with the evidence for their reality, were pre- 
aentfid to your minds. So soon as yoa could 
fotm any distinct notion of what was meant 
by tbe word God, you were under tbe obli- 
gation to make His will the supreme guide of 
yonr conduct, and lo resist and renounce, as 
an impious and destructive usurpation, the in- 
fluence of every opposing being or principle- 
So soon Bs yoa had a general notion why the 
Church receives the book which we lall the 
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Bj^SI^, aaa revelation sent from God, sO eotni 
M:as '}t yiiaT duly to sludy it with eiirtieat'CiR^ 
and attention, to believe every thing Which 
it, announced, and to do every thing which 
it commanded you : and consequently, tlte 
conlirmation of tiie baptismal vow, no moK 
creates the obligation to lead a religions life, 
than a promise now made to respect and obey 
your parents, would create the obligation to 
llliai obedience. 

But if confirmation does not create the db- 
ligation, where, you may ask, is its practical 
utility? I have already mentioned, that al a 
most important crisis of life, it brings before 
you, faithfully and strongly, the real state oF 
the relation in which you stand to your Crea- 
tor, and the connexion of time with eternity; 
it reminds yuu that you are subject to deep 
responsibilities, that you are by covenanttbfl 
possessors of glorious privilfgee ; and it re- 
minds you of these things, just at the period 
of life when you are naturally most apt to 
forget them, and when their presence and ac- 
tion is most necessary to meet the increased 
temptations to which you are about to be tt- 
posed. And the Church, in inviting you to 
confirmation, reminds you of these important 
interests, with a weight of authority which 
could attend no exhortation from any indivi- 
dual, however wortliy of your affection and 
respect. She speaks with the dignity of a 
g'reat eoclety, acting through certain appointed 
I oncers, to whom she de\egaVea ftie i>i\.-^ , asA. 
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merely of inviting, but also oF preparing you 
for the ordinance ; and of ascertaining:, as m 
as one buman mind can ascertain the Etat^i^ 
another, your fitness for a full fldmisyion (o 
tlie use of all the means of grace. And to 
increase the solemnity of her intervention, She 
employs her highest officer to receive yolir 
declaration of faitb and pions intention : anil 
that portion of the Church with which you *re 
more immediately connected, assembles ttj 
witnesB your profession, and to join with fdil 
ill solemn and united priiyer for a blessing on 
the ordinance, and for the aid of God's Holy 
Spijit to enable ycu to lead the rest of your life 
in accordance with the intentions which you 
-have expressed before the altar of your God. 
- Here, then, is the manifest utility of con- 
firmation, as it exists and is practised among 
08 at the present day. Either you reject, or 
yon comply with, the invitation of the Church. 
Jf you reject it, then the use of the public 
-solemnity is to force upon your considera- 
tion that you are acting contrary to the prac- 
tice of the Church of Christ; and are not 
huglecting, but refusing an invitation, which 
both those who have studied the subject most 
deeply, and those who are by nature most 
interested in your welfare, concur in ear- 
neslly desiring that yon should accept. Vou 
eee yourselves, as it were, openly falling out 
of , the ranks of Christ's army, and cut off by 
•Jro^ own act of secession' from the benefits. 
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whatever they may be, which are to. be ex- 
pected from union with Him who is tbe origin 
and root of all spiritual life, Ibe author aw 
giver or cturnal life and Lappini^ES. If, on 
the contrary, you comply with the invitation, 
then the use of confirmation as to you is— 
Ifi^, That it introduces you to a higher afid 
more precise course of religious instruction 
than you would otherwise have been subjecte<l 
to : 2d, That it presses upon you the dutyan<i 
necessity of examining the state of your own 
hearts and consciences us to a definite and 
precise object: and'Stfli/, That it urges upon 
you the necessity and the utility, both of pub- 
lic and social prayer, as the instrument where- 
by all the riches of the divine blessing, a^e 
procurable for firnn. ^Aad tbe pecnliar adran- 
tage of the ceremoqy is, that while it urges 
these most important points upon your consi- 
deration, it does not leave them to be brougbt 
into practical application at some inde&iiite 
future period ; it docs not allow of their post- 
ponement to some more convenient opportu- 
nity ; but, telling you in God's name, Umi 
vote is the accepted time, that noic is the day 
of salvation ; it affords you at once tin oppo^ 
tunity of realizing your good resolutions, anil 
oftjeginning at once that course of life, wbicb 
you profess, at least, to believe tbe only one 
which can lead to security and to happiorss. 

But in speaking of the uses and porposefl 
of confirmolion, I would pray you to keep in 



ttiiaS', that it; like every other rejigioni'l'itfe, 
and means of grace, can be of no p'^iictitikl 
utility, tinlesB as it is applied by the wrll of 
each individnal to his own Bpirituul improve- 
merit: and this being tbe case, I ranst now 
offer you a few beads of advice as to yobr 
Preparation for ConfirmaHon. 
''■ The young Cliristian's preparation for cpti- 
flrmation consists of two parts j tliere is the 
preparation of the understanding, and therbia 
the preparation of the dispositions. Ere^y 
one of you to whom I am now writing, lias 
had ample opporlunity for attaining the first 
bi'aneh of preparation. Not only have you 
from childhood been able to read " that word 
of God which is able to make you wise unto 
salvation ;" and been in the habit of hearing it 
explained and enforced by Ministers set apart 
for that purpose; but you have been placed 
linder a course of elementary and progressive 
instruction, in which all the fundamental doc- 
trines and duties of revealed religion have 
heenstated, explained, and proved. If, there< 
fore, any of you are conscious of gross ingno- 
rance, or indistinctness of ideas, as to any 
of the matters which you find referred to in 
the service for conlirmation, you must be 
aware that your ignorance is not merely your 
misfortune, but your sin. Be thankKil that 
it is nut yet too late to redeem, in some 
meaeiire, the time that has been lost; thai the 
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Bible is etili open to ^oar perusal, and that 
tbe Ministers ofGod'B word are atill desirous 
to lend your tlieir beet assistance, and it> Jtif^ 
again in your minds that elementary roundft* 
tioD, upon whicb, bad you duly co-operatei^, 
they niigbt now bave been building tbe pro>i 
per super structure of Christian exhortation/' 
Some &ucb cases of extreme ignorantc ma^ 
unhappily exist; bat I am assured that tliey 
are exceptions, and tbat the meie knowled^t 
required for confirmation, has, by the degree 
of attention which you have paid to the courses 
of catechetical inetruction, become familiar to 
the great majority of those to whom, and for 
whom, 1 am now writing. 

I pass tiien at once to the preparation of tbe ; 
dispositions. 1 shall suppose tbat you are de- 
sirous of complying with tbe invitation of tbe 
Church ; that you are welt aware of, and be- < 
iieve with the understanding, all thefunda-i 
mental doctrines of Christianity ; and thatyoR 
have a real desire to know how you may beat 
bring your mind into sucb a fruioe, as vrill 
enable you to deri\*e from contirmation tbe • 
benefits it is intended to convey : and npeall 
tbee>i suppositions, I shall nowoBer yon sudli 
counsels as appear to me calculated to satisiy 
this desire, and to turn tbe speculative knoTr-' 
ledge of religion whicb you possess, to its; 
proper practical application. ,, 

First, then, let me advise you to rend'carei'i 
fa Hy that b^ijjtismal servic* which w-as rend. 
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-#«er 70U1 when, &s unconscious inroiits, ybii 
were admitted into tbe body oT Christ's 
I jSburdi ; and consider with particular atten- 
ttoa the privileges to whicli you were admitted, 
- Aad the promises that were entered into on 
l'|ionr bebair. Remerober that tbe privilegeB 
' ^wre, admission to be a member of Christ, a 
^i)d of God, and an inheritor of the Itingdorti 
J of Heaven ; that is, you were made subjectB 
of Christ's preparatory Isingdom upon earth. 
In order to be made meet partakers of hia 
, fcal and eternal kingdom of glory. And yoa 
'^Omieed, as his subjects, that yoa would re- 
nonncc the devil and all liis works, tbeullure- 
JBenls of an ungodly world, and the sinful 
propensities of your own fallen nature ; that 
■ifoa would believe, thereby of course imply- 
<fng, that you would examine and study, all 
jtb« articles of the Christian faith ; and tinally, 
that yoa wontd keep God's commandment?, 
Aad walk in the same all tbedays of your life; 
^nd with respect to these two great points, 
r Christian privilege, and your Cbristian 
igation, 1 would have you to bear in mind, 
yon cannot avail yourselves of tbe one, 
perform tbe other, unless you always 
isider them in their proper and necessary 
lexion. For instance, if you think that 
poBsesa tbe slightest claim upon God's 
iprobation, or the slightest reason to hope for 
" ire hftppiness. merely upon the ground of 
iing been dedicated to Gud iu l5a.\itw.<»\ 
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f^pirit ; in tbat caae, your Juboor^ 
ly nnaTiiiling, and you mnet at !| 
glre up the attempt in deBpair,! 
Toorse to the only method by t™ 
Jiossibly obtain auccess, namelyj 
tkin of JOOT privileges to the pe| 
your promises. 

In conjunction with this c&ra 
tion of the baptismal covenant, I 
«arnfBtly advise you now to u 
have not already begun, that mt 
exercise of practical religion, tb€ 
.of your own hearts. And first, '8 
bVfn past and present state, in'rt 
' privileges and promises just in edi 
sider whether you have ever rctf 
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I pe not judged of the Lord." And if, my dear 
^Dung frleDdiJ, the result of sucli a seU-extf- 
I ^motion should be a discovery that yon have 
^ rfone the things which you ought not to have 
^ne, and left undone the things which you 
, i^nght to have done, and that there Is spirit- 
JFialiy no health in you : that in fact, your pro- 
Jfpiaes have been forgotten, your privileges 
l^egiected; in that case, consider first the 
> .great danger of God's wrath and condemna- 
I ^on in which you have been standing, and in 
\ ^vbicb, as it appears, you now stand. " Bap- 
;-^i5iii,"aswearetold hytheApostle, "doth now 
, «ave us : not the putting away of the filth of 
^tbe fleeb, but the answer of a good conscience 
LjUwards God, by the resurrection of Jesas 
kj^hrtst from the dead." Now, you evidently 
L ^vant the answer of a good conscience ; what, 
[^en, can you conclude, but that your bap- 
lif^m dotb not now save you ; that you are not 
l^pow, by virtue of it, in a state of salvation : 
,juid Oh, my young friends, may God forbid 
^^(bat you should be so far hardened by the de- 
.^Deitfulness of sin, as to contemplate without 
^l^ep alarm, the certainty, or even the possi- 
bility, that you are not in a state of salvation. 
-*At)d if you are alarmed at a view of your 
l^anger, then flee to the hope set before you 
"p tbe Gospel ; and thankfully avail yourselves 
^tbe door of admission into tbe ark of Christ's 
Mrch, which now lies open to yoB in con- 
irnutton. If alarm at the state in which ^uui: 



been fcirmt'd, tlien pra' 
niaj' continue and complete hi 
hearts, and that you may het 
tinue tberf in all the days of yi 
My next lieud of advice ia 
while you are avowedly prepu 
mation, allot a certain fixed p< 
day to religious meditation an> 
advanced Christian may be at 
the peculiar work of religion a 
nary busioesa of life ; but ho| 
.your religious state, 1 cannot l 
you require every aid that ea 
prevent tlie thorns and thistlea 
natural growth of the soil, fro 
good seed in your hearts. Y 
. centrated attention, and the ei 
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miaed to atl those that rppent tliem truly 
of their former sins; and there, wlien dia- 
heartened by a consciousness of yoiir own 
vreaknese and inability to do that which is 
good, pray for that assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, which is never refused to those who 
really purpose to lead a new life. 

LaaUy, Accompany these exercises with a 
regniar and careful reading of the Scriptni-ea, 
I do not know that in this matter it is eKpn^ 
dient to send you to the Old Teat am en t for 
examples of vows and personal dedications to 
God ; I would rather direct you to those por- 
tions of the New Testament which most dis- 
tinctly announce the nature and conditions of 
the covenant of grace, and of that morality 
wblcb Christ requires from his redeemed pe&i 
pte. And as doing this, I would particularly 
recommend for careful perusal the fifth, sixtb,- 
and seventh chapters o^ St.MaUhtw, common- 
ly called the Sermon on the Mount ; the fonr- 
teenth, fifteenth, sisteenth, and seventeenth 
cbaptera of SI. John's Gospel, containing the 
hst address of our Lord to bis nposties pre- 
vibtn to bis crucifixion, and the lust prayer 
wbkh he offered up to the Father on their be- 
bair. You may then take the fifth, sixth, and 
eighth chapters of the Epistle lo Ihe Romant, 
aft pointing out in a very particular manner, 
ttM'two fundamental doctrines of Christianity, 
I ^Mtf/haUoH and eanclifieaiion, and their close 
"" |i^lh p»e Hjother, and with ba9r 
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tism (Rom. vi. 3, 4); nnd also the twejftt 
thivtepnth chapters, as a lieantiful compendii 
of Christian morality. Head these pnrtionH 
Scriptnre carpfully, atitl apply the knowled 
of divine trnth thf reliy acijurred, to regoli 
the courae of yonr self-exa mi nation, and 1 
subject mnlfer of your petitions in prayer*' 

On looking; bark upon the directions wfelL 
I have considered it necessary to lay beE| 
you, i am so far from conceiving it posnh 
that yonr reason should disapprove of any- 
them ; that, on the contrary, I fear yoa 
think tiieir propriety so self-evident, as 
their adoption might safely have been lefti 
your own jndgment. It is not yonr juffgmt 
that I em afraid of, but I am afraid of the H 
tural weakness and wickedness of tbe bmnl 
tcill: I am afraid that you may know tfat 
things without wishing to do them ; that] 
may indnlge a faint and indolent tcwA to i 
here to your baptismal engagements, witfa 
ever coming to a decided resolution tbat'i 
will do so; or, lastly, that having, in. 
course of preparing lor confirmation, r€_ 
and sincerely formed this resolution, you tni 
by the deceitfulness of sin, be led back ii 
that most dangerous and ruinous state — bat 
tnal forgetfulnesB of God. 

May God enlighten your minds to see wh< 
the danger lies, and strengthen Ihem to av( 
or to resist it: and if in any matter I have bi 
erroneous or defectWe, may God kjti! 



wisdom and grace to correct the error, or to 
supply the deliciency. Bat, beliove me, you 
will not do tbia to any good purpose by mere 
natoral intellect, however yoa may improTje 
it,- or however sedulously you may apply it to 
the theory of religion. I have written for a 
practical purpose, and you will have read .these 
pages in vain, unless you have read them for 
a practical purpose also. My purpose has.bfen 
to urge you to use all d^eans to bring your 
wiii into conformity with your belief; to feel 
AS you know you ought to feel ; to act as yon 
know you ought to act : and I now close this 
letter with a humble prayer, that the Alfnighty 
power of divine grace may accoitipany and 
•treogthen the weakness of the Instrument ; 
that you may be preserved from indiffer- 
ence and hypocrisy ; and that through time 
and through eternity you may have reason to 
bless God that you were invited to reconsider 
and repeat your baptismal covenant in the 
■ boly ordioance of Confirmation. Vout affec- 
flonate Friend and Pastof, 

C. H. TEEBOt. 
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tiling signified, the external aacramont being' 
a means wtieretjy we receive the internal grace/ 
and a pledge to assure us tliereof. AH the 
points here asserted, except the last, are so 
clear to every one at all acquainted wrjth the 
(iospel narrative, that although writing for the 
younger portion of my flock, 1 conceive it 
unnecessary to offer any thing in the way of 
proof, further than to request you will read 
the texts of Scripture to which I have referred, 
or perhaps the entire chapters or paragraphs 
in which they occur. But though it be quite 
unnecessary to prove what ia notorious, name- 
ly, that the Eucharist is a sensible represen- 
totion of the saciirtce of Christ's body and 
blood, under the figures of bread and wine ; 
yet it may be expedient to turn your attention 
to the fullness of the evidence which we pos- 
sess, that this sacrament was really instituted 
by the Redeemer. And 1 do so, because this 
evidence goes to prove, not merely the vali- 
dity and divine origin of this sacred rite, but 
renders the actual and general usage of the 
Lord's Supper a standing proof of the truth 
of the whole Gospel system, both as to matter 
of fact and matter of doctrine. 
' We possess, then, a clear and well-authen> 
ttcated record, stating as an historical factj 
that Christ died upon the cross, and that bo 
himself frequently stated the purpose of his 
death to be the salvation of the world. Now, 
Buppose any Christian who builds his W'fs?*. 
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upon the reality of this fact, to be tempted 
wilb doubts na to the integrity of tha record ■ 
be passeEspB in the certain knowledge, tbaj 
from a ppriod near the assigned date of Christ'* 
sufferings, and certainly not before, all peiv 
sons pTofeesing to believe in Clirt&t, in all 
ptirta of the world, have agreed to celebrate 
the Eucharist in an intentional commemp[A> 
tip!) of bis death ; he possesseB, I say, in tt)is 
ifodoubted and indisputable fact, the tnost «%• 
tisf^ctoiy answer to all doubts as to the trnUi 
Qf ilie GoBpol- For of all proofs of a past 
event, there ie none bo perfectly satisfactafy 
ap uniform unvarying consent, attested aw 
ijupported by some uniform rite of commemv- 
Fation. Thus, the rejoicings which ta^e plaofi 
tumong Prqlestants in Ireland, on the lat of 
JBly, QF on the 5th of November in tbia islsndi 
^rove, not perhaps that a great battle ww 
gained by King WilJian) on the bunks of tbo 
^oyne in 1690, nor that a conspiracy was 80- 
tijally entered into to destroy the King sil4 
Parliament in IG05 ; but they prove a genentl 
belief to have prevailed in those years, that 
m^h events had occurred ; and would go sft 
far towards a proof of the events, even thougll 
all histiirical written records of them had been 
lest^ And just in the same way the certainty 
llifit the Eucharist has been universally pr^p- 
tised by Christians eyer since the alleged datfl 
pf Christ's Bufferings, proves, indisputably. 
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I feWafty believed the facts of thir Godpeirhat'-' 

e^Jve; thitt is, they believed to be tm^.'feif^' 

Mit(;li, if they happened at ail, muBf have been 

Aitgeoted to the test of all their senses, 4nd 

CHat in a )on,e; coLixee of familiar and daily' 

I CTtperience. And thus it baa pleased God to 

j ^tablish, and to continne among us, the iW. 

Cement of the LorWa iiapper, primarily fit-^ 

! Jfended for the strengthening and refreshing df 

^r souls, and, secondarily, for a standrtr^ 

■ OTidence of the truth of that Gospel narrqtrf? 

I oft which onr hopes for time and for eternity', 

, fre fixed. It Is a singular institution — it tallies 

' with nothing that man ever kneworimagined,; 

^Cept the great Gospel doctrine of theatone- 

, Aent; and on the faith of that atonement 

D^virfg been really offered and accepted, we' 

•elehrate this religious solemnity, and believe 

I R'lo be instrumental to our spiritual welfare. 

I ft stands, throughout the Christian world, an 

Sliding evidence of the original fact which it 
WMnmemDrates ; and as certainly as the mo-' 
miilents and statues, which adorn our cities^ 
I pfbre, and will prove, to future genenitiorfl,- 
Ifef those eminent men in whose honour tbdj^ 
greeriJcted, once really lived and arted ;; W 
A!rfRinly does the sacrament of the LoKl*ff 
I Slipper convey to ever^' right-judging mind' 
L^Bteiassuranco and i.crtain convii-tion, that the' 
ipel hanative is essentially true, and that^ 

'••m^9 -• 
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• And 119W4 passing over all Uie other pptnti 
i]Ql ae jmniattrml, but aa too clear to requii 
4 |! roof, let me, in this letter, direct yoor 
tftntioti to tbat which is tlae mysterious «i 
qf tt)^ Bscrament, tlie connexion of the bil 
^Ut) (tie tiling ai^nirted ; tl.e slrengtlienig 
^4 Kf^'^^liing of our souls by tbe bodyap 
tftflod of Clirist, us our bodies ar« by ti 
lir^fi^ BDii wine. 

I, We know, tben, as fHCta, tbat tbe Btern 
W.QRD, in human form, on a solemn occasio 
bixtlio bread and circulated a cupof wine aoioi 
Ms Apostles, commanding them to repeat th 
aft after be sbould be removed from tbeo 
" in remembrance of Him." We know ti 
they not merely obeyed this injunction id tbi 
ovrn persons, but likewise enjoined the act 
tice upon all who, through their preacbir 
believed in Christ. And not merely were t, 
liret race of Christians taught by tbe ins^drt 
Apostles to communicate in the appoinU 
emblemB of Christ's body and blood ; b 
from occasional notices, it u^ould appear tl 
this communion was the main purpose & 
ndiich contirmed and instructed Ctjiistiam 
^mbled lofietber every Lord's day ; '* tbi 
abode steadfastly in the Apostle's doctlii) 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, ai 
in |irayers," It is clearly then our duty 
communicate, because it is our duty to ob 
the positive comma^nds of Qur Lord a(ui<H« 
ter; and the wording of the commqi 
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'^OOiH^ection witli tbe practice of tLe pfrimitive 
tj^rcb, seems to require that our contmunioti 
■ibould be as frequiml as possible. But God 
fV^aiFfs from ub a reasonable service. An 
fltteHtlance at the Lord's table, merely in tbe 
ippiy of positive ilnty, though it might evince 
ibiproper regard to the will of God, wonW 
P^fcV much ignoranre of what that will, with 
ijPSpect to us, really is. Tbe sacrament of the 
Uticbarist was appointed for our good ; and it 
Mm chosen to effect this good, because it was 
^^ed to effect it. 1 have therefore now to 
Ijit}^ before jmx, ys briefly and simply us pos> 
^^le, what are the benelJIs which we have a 
Ught to expect froin communion; how com- 
Mnnion produces these benefits; and (inally, 
miai state of preparation in the communicant 
aK.'requisite in order to render communion ef- 
Pfctnal. 

^The benefits to be reasonably expected 
mm communion, are properly described in 
Ute Church catechism to be, the strengthening 
^d refresbing of our souls by the body and 
i^leod of Christ. Now, we must observe in 
e first place, that the sacrifice made upon 
B Cros3 was one and all-sufiicient ; the work 
tf atonement was then finisbed, and there re- 
nins now no sacrifice for sins, and, thank 
, no necessity for a eacrilicc. In one 
snee, and that a most important one, Cbribt 
iU'chaaed forgiveness for all men. And that 
' :, tbfti for the s^ke of what He did «.[<.tl 
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s&iteic^, God is ready to fcrgive all wlio dom- 
ply, wllli thn necessary conditions cif Repen- 
tance wnA fiiith; and finthernioro, tbat pott 
puts liic ability to npent and believe tfitliirr 
thb reach of every man who bears thu invita- 
tions of the Gospel. But from Ihisslatemfctrt' 
oj tbe universality of the purchase of {6i-. 
giyeness, it must immediately appear tlitrt' 
aotfie men only arc actually forgiven ; becauafej 
it ip only some men who repent and beliiaf^! 
Tlie practical (piestion, tbereforo, which efldC 
individual ouglit to ask in his own case, ts it(rf 
the question whether Christ died to pnrcbaW 
forgiveness for him, because most assiircdlV 
Christ died to purchase forgiveness for mf 
men (I. Tim. iv. 10; Ezekiel, xxxiii. llT 
2 Peter, iii. 9 ; 2 Cor. v. 15) ; but whether 
by belief and repentance he has secured U> 
himself individually an interest in all tboM 
blessings which Christ by his death purchasisd' 
for all men. lie then who truly and tbAtiW 
fully believes that Christ died for his redbimiif 
tion, and who truly and habitually desires to be 
delivered from those evil habits and tempeb 
v^hicb alone sinnd in the way of ibe sinnef'l* 
reconciliation with God, such a person IsV^ 
state of salvation, and has secured to hitedtM' 
ah interest in the benefils of Christ's deiitN.'' 
Thus be Btiimletti ; but at tbe same time, (li" 
knows how necessary It is that *' Im who 
standeth take heed leat he fall ;" andli 
knows aJao that Ma sVdbiWVv ^«\iends^«|yaM| 
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diligent and conscientious use of tbe tneaiis of 
Gfraea, among the most important of which 
we must Dssarciily place tbe Sacram(!nt of the 
X4or(l'3 Supppr. 

The benefit, then, to he desired in commn- 
nion, is not the acquisition of a new principle, 
bat tl)e strengthening of some that are already 
linrmed ; and the only ones which a Christiur; 
needs to have strengtliened, are bis fai/A and 
blfi repentance, H he habitually contempltiteg 
«Bd believes the great truth that God, for 
Christ's sake, is willingrto pardon all sin that 
M repented of, and the equally great truth that 



£. 



ready to give his sanctifying Spirit to 



1^1 those that sincerely ask it, so long be is 
■afe. But then the Christian is in danger of 
ceasing to contempitite and btOieve, that is, 
tactically to believe these things ; and it was 
tp guard him against a relapse into indiffer- 
4ttice and unbelief, (hat the sacrament of the 
lord's Supper was graciously instituted. And 
%e have now to consider tiow it operates thus, 
'^ Our Savionr baa declared generally, that 
1^ vrhen two or three are assembled together 
la his name, there is He in the midat of them." 
jip,9 to hia bodily presence, that we know is not 
||ew present in any assembly of bis people 
l^n earth; and as to his divine presence, 
|bat we know is everywhere, and always the 
taiaie. By this declaration of tbe Saviour, 
peB, we can only understand, that Christ 
woBnisQS to act ia the way of conferring spirit- 
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ual benefits, especially on tlitiee who are as- 
aumblej in liis name. Ami if Ibis action may 
reasonably be espectifd by the piuus Attend- 
ant upou any of the social nnlinances of reli- 
gion, it surely may most reasonably be ex- 
pected from attendance on that ordinanc* 
which alone Christ himself personally ineti- 
tnted. But I have already mentioned, tbSf 
the communication of grace by the means 4f 
grace, is no unaccountable arbitrary resnl^ 
tliete is no opus operalutn, as the schooltneB 
call it ; but as in communicating at the Table 
ef the Lord, we offer a reasonable aervice, 60 
we look fur a rational, though at the sanK 
time a supernatural result from so doing, it 
you keep in mind two things, 1^^, that ail 
spiritual blessings were purcbesed by th(f 
death ol Christ ; and 2{i, that these blessings 
are actually enjoyed only by those who ttnlj 
believe in the merit and efficacy of that gteol 
sacrilice, you will at once perceive why tbii 
external visible solemnity should have bee* 
chosen for the strengthening and rcfresbiiig 
of our faith. To endeavour to abstract tW 
mind from the influence of all sensible wgnit 
in religion, is as contrary to sound pbilo8df)h9^ 
as it it to the express declarations and prW 
visions both of the Mosaic and the Cbristlttf 
covenant. God has instituted visible sigtiri) 
and he has constituted the human mind sttok 
as to he more powerfully acted upon by 
signs associated with spiritual truths, "' 
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the bare statement or logical demonstrHtion 
of those truths themselves. In the sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, then, we possess irisibid 
fijmbols of those most sacred objects of our 
faith, the body and blood of Christ, broken 
and shed upon the cross for our salvation : 
and thus we have represented to us, in a lively 
«ipd affecting manner, the great fact which 
jS[>rms the basis of all our religious hopes; 
And we not only see these symbols, bat w6 
.partake of them ; and they become essentially 
•incorporated with us. We recollect that 
jQhrist has said '^ he that eateth my flesh and 
drinketh my blood, abideth in me and I in 
bim." ' (John vi. 56.) We eat and drink the 
appointed symbols, and humbly look for the 
promised union, on the word of htm who can-> 
not deceive. 

To every one who approaches the table of 
•the Lord with any faith in the thing signified ^ 
,tbe significance of the symbols, and the solem- 
nity of the service, and the influence of the 
social and sympathetic feelings, will stimulate 
.that faith, and naturally raise \ifor a time to a 
strength and ardour far beyond its usual level-. 
Pat naturally that ardour will speedily fail ; 
naturally the efficacy of the sacrament to ex* 
cite it will pass away with its novelty ; and it 
js to be feared that many, who first commu- 
Jiicated with a deep devotional feeling, now 
laibsent themselves entirely, or communicate 
with formal, heartless indiffereoioe. ^orvis 
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then, may we hopo to cscafietbis ridnil foriBs- 
lity ? By looking to grace for tbat whtcli na- 
ture cannot effect ; by (rustinj^ to the promise 
of the Saviour, and earnestly pmyttig that it 
in«y be carried into effert in onr own indivl- 
dnal case ; by looking, in short, for a SupA^ 
nnturid elGcacy in ini>an3 flppointed by infinltt 
friedom, to work that which no means cM 
work, unless as they are blessed and asBl«l»l 
by almighty grace. 

' Communion, then, is useful to the remfflt- 
ing and believing sinner; and it ia tis«m) tUt 
strengthening in him the principles of repent- 
ance and belief. And this conBidcrntion mi^ 
Inad to BOme nscrul remarks rf>B[>ectine lltt 
Bctnal state of the viBlbla Church of ChrtH 
with reference to this ordinance, On the Mil 
Sunday of every month, the minister of ObrW 
gives notice that on the following Sunday b> 
purposes to adminiater the most comfortable 
Bacrament of the body and blood of OlirW 
to all who shall be religiously and devooflj 
disposed to receire it ; and all the eon^rep- 
tion reTerently standing listen to the invitatM 
But when we come to the ordinance itaetf.'iR 
find thst comparatively few see the expedimf; 
of accepting the invitation: and that coitljll- 
rattvely many who regularly attend the talohh 
tration of God's word, as regularly wltlidM* 
themselves from the ministration of lii^ sMn 
raent. And if the question were privately* m 
,. jigriously pat to ftuy ot these^ " "'— ' ^^ 
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'I/ho ahew bo much respect for the other otdi- 
^ncea of religion, shew such neglect of this 
|BOBt sacred and important ordinance?" I be- 
fieve the answer in truth Hud sincerity woald 
^B, " I neglect It not; but I withdraw myself 
because I know or fear that I am not in a state 
4fi be benefited by communion." And il is a 
jl^range illustration of the deceitfulneas of sip, 
Jte&t men, while they see truly and clearly the 
state of the case bo far, should he able to shat 
ibeir eyes so completely to other tmtbs im- 
-tQediately and necessarily resulting from that 
mbidi they see and act upon. They feel tliat 
^ey are not in a state to communicate proBt- 
f||bly, because they are conscious of not po8- 
^HBing the requisites of faith and repentance. 
I^But, my dear young friends, if ever you should 
I Mnhappilylind yourselves withdrawing from the 
i«Table of the Lord on this ground, consider, 1 
weaeech you, that repentance and faith are re- 
^BiBite for other things besides communion. 
I^faey are necessary prerequisites to the actual 
.■fcrgiveness of sins. Unless, therefore, you 
'.Autre that repentance and faith wbicli qualify 
ImtT communion, your sins are not forgiven you ; 
:^0a are actually under God's wrath and eon- 
iiWRemnation, as completely as if Christ bad not 
t>|fl)ed upon the cross ; you are in such a state, 
wNitlt ifyonr time of probation were this day to 
S'i^ cut short by one of those thousand diseases 
fliOr casnalties against which no care or power of 
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man can guard you, the awful result most be^ 
that you perish everlaalingly. I would not 
judge harshly of tho state of any actual or sil|i- 
posed absentees from the Lord's Supper ; bull 
wauld entreat them for their own sakes, to fol- 
low their own reason fur their absence up to 
its necessary consequences. 1 say not of any 
man, that his absence is occasioned by bis,^;!- 
Jitnoesj but if his own reason and conscience 
tell Iiim that such is the cause, then, I say. 
yvould to God that their remonstrance pro- 
ceeded further, and that it were listened to aai 
acted upon. For surely it is a most lamentable 
case of infatuation, for a man C00II3', and by a 
deliberate act, to declare Liinself unqaaliGe4 
to partake in the benefits of ri^demption, unGI 
for the bnur of death, and unprepag-ed rurVlu 
day of judgment; and then to dismiss Ilia 
subject from his mind aa one of second-rat^ 
importance, which may safely be deferred till 
any more convenient opportunity. 

The scruples, then, by which some persons, 
not utterly destitute of religious Bentimeiits, 
.are withheld from communion, are to be wn* 
demned, not as superstitious, hut aa jtartial 
and defective. There may indeed exist scru- 
ples totally unfounded ; and a true Cbristjan 
may through erroneous impressions abafnl 
himself from the Table of the Lord, for rp>' 
sons which ought to bring him there n^fiK 
eagerlj' and more frequently. And this ?0B; 
a'nieratioti leads me to the last point 
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proposed laying before yon ; namely, tkentf' 
ttire of a due rffecftial preparnlion for worZ/i^ 
communion. 

Of course, the first point of proparalion mast 
be the acqtiiBitinn of an adeqnate^ knowledge ; 
for no one can be prepared for a sacra'ment 
who ia ignorant of its meaning, purposed, 
and effects. But passing over this, which it\ 
your case I think 1 have a right to take' for 
granted, the first point of preparation must 'be 
eelf-examinatioii as to the conformity of ottr 
wills and affections with the purposes of the 
Sacrament. I have already observed, thtrt'H 
is the slrenglheniiig, not the tmpkmiation of 
principles, which you are to look for in com- 
munion ; and consequently the first object of 
(inquiry must be, whether the principles which 
it ia the purpose of the sacrament to strengthen, 
Iiave been already implanted in year breasts. 
Those principles are repentance and fiiilA, a 
steadfast purpose to lead a new life, and a 
lively faith in God's mercy through Christ. 

It has been usual to recommend to intend- 
ing communicants, and especially to those who 
are about to approach the Table of the Lord 
for the first time, a particular convse of retife- 
raent, meditation, reading, and prflyer. 'In 
reference to this, I would venture to say lo 
you, that I fear any short preparation of a 
character totally foreign to your previous ha- 
bits, and to the habits you intend to parane 
afterwards, can be of little avail. To a 



Tur a week or for a tnontb tbe external garb 
of severe piety, is no mark of au inteiitioii to 
lead a new life; nor has it, as far as I can 
«ee, any probable tendency to produce socb 
an intention. The preparation wbicti I un 
aoyt recommending is simply a careful enquiry 
as to our actual etate of fitnesa for cotDEuunioD. 
And in order to determine this, you baTeB9> 
lioiiGly to put the question to your own con< 
science. Do 1 eo believe tbe Guepel, aB to act 
ii) accordance with my belief? Do I feel that 
J bavp no merit whereby to desei-ve heaves ; 
nay, tliat my sine of omission and commiesiou 
have justly and necessarily incurred God'i 
^rath and condemnation ? Do I believe ttiat 
the fact commemorated in the Eucharist, wai 
ttiB purchasing of my redemption ; and do I 
feel in my heart a sincere desire to devoto 
myself in grateful obedience, aa " a retaBQa< 
able sacrifice, holy and acceptable," to Him 
who gave bis life a ranenm for me P 

Now when those questions are seriooslf 
put, tbe answer must be subatantially to one 
vi the three following purports. The lieait 
of each must answer, either that whatever 
speculative belief be may entertain, he baa no 
practical faith, no real gratitude, no sinctsra 
determination to live according to tbe rule of 
God 'a word in all things; or it may answer 
that be does really h«li<>ve, and feel, and »• 
solve lbu8, with steady consistency of pur- 
/ws« mul of conduct; or finally, that Iwtim 



ON "TWe bokb'sSftpt'fik. is 

Some feith, ami some desire to aft in ttccrtrd- 
anc« Witli liis I'ttitli, 1>iit that his faiti] is iv^Hk, 
BD(t, in coiisequeitce, hie re^ulutkin^ wavering". 

Now those wLose coirsciencea give the tirsf 
answer are mKnifestly unfit to approach tb6 
table of the Lord ; and those whose conscience^ 
cttn happily give the second answer, reqtiifp 
no further direction or exhortation from ttio; 
Bat in almost every part of this letter, I ftfive 
imagined myself to be addressing that c\kki 
WliOse consciences would return the thtrd'ftrf-j 
swer; and 1 now come to consider howcbiiii 
tOBnion may he rendered most useful towards 
the supplying of those deficiencies which they 
feel and regret in their religious state. 

This class of persons are, as might be ex- 
pected, peculiarly aj>t to be afflicted witli donbts 
as to their fitness to approach the Lord's Table ; 
and so long as they measure their fitness by 
tbeiF attainments in holiness, it seems impost 
Bible they should ever be satisfied that they 
ere worthy eommunicanta. For what can the 
most consistent Christian find in himself that 
gives him a right, by merit, " so much as tb 
gather up the crumbs that fall from the-tdbfe 
of his Lord ?" Bnt if, on the other hand, tlife^ 
remember tliat Christ invites, not the perfett, 
but " the weary and heavy laden," to come to 
Him, that they may find rest for their gouls ; 
if they approach the sacred symbols asqualilied, 
' not by their merits, hut by a sense of thuir dtf- 
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fieieiwiee ; tlji;n the very circumatonce* wludl 
now sink their epirUs, will be turnetit as tiim 
OH^lit, to animate their hopes ; and tlietrBOlw 
oT, their uDwortliinees to claim any tbing^asa 
ntattcr of right, will yield to ajoyfal comifr 
tioii tbut they may claim bearen itself qt | 
natter of fevour. 

1 Bay, tben, that the lirst qualiGcatioB Tot 
cuiuiiHinion is a consciousnesB of your QVi 
HlPA'orthineea. But then 1 pray you, iny yoaiig 
frienilB, to keep in mind, thaltliore ia a Bitfl 
speculative conviction of ein, just as thersJi 
a more speculative belief in redemption ;-ud 
that tbe one, like tbe other, is deitd, and prm 
fiteth nothing. The qioBt hardened proSigatfl 
is ready in full sincerity tu confess himself a 
dinner — perhaps to triumph in the boldness of 
his iniquity — perhaps to claim merit for the 
honesty of bis confession. The conaciogmim 
of Bin by which you must be litted for eoBJ- 
munion, is not the bare consciousness tbit 
you have sinned, for that must be poBsesBCd 
by every human being that knows tbe difr» 
rpnce between right and wrung ; but it is » 
consciousness of your own actual ainfnlDeu, 
eonihined with some perception of tlie intrinnc 
baseness, and some dread of tbe dangerooi 
consequences of sin. These are the root of 
true Christian repentance ; and without these 
there can exist no true Christian faitb, becaiiaa 
till they exist, the scheme of redemption will 
/;gggr anjiear cf gttfficlent importance to ban 
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eiUier its uvMoncr or its contents fuirly and 
thoiHingbly examined. 

1 hnve apokc-n, a few pages back, in aonie* 
ffhat disparaging terme, of a formal system of 
austere piety, as a preparation for commnnioB. 
Bat I trust you will now perceive tLat I never 
meant to eay, tliat no change need take ptac* 
m the conduct of ordinary candidates for ad- 
oiiesion to tbe Lord's Table, except the cee- 
fiition of b&bJts of palpable criminality. H« 
whose mind is really affected by a practical 
belief of the consequences of sin tmrepentad 
of, and consequently onforgisen, must be aen- 
BJtively scrupulous as to the lawfulness orun- 
lawfulness of any action that is proposed la 
him. He who has advanced beyond tbis, and 
who believes tbat be Aas repented of bis BJRS, 
will not wantonly incur the necessity for re* 
newing the sorrows of repentance, nor run 
tbe risk of losing the mediation, by renouncing 
tbe service of the Redeemer. And, finally, ha 
whose highest hopes are built upon bis faith 
in Christ, and who comes to communion with 
the desire and intention of strengthening that 
Gaith, will approach with a solemn awo, " as 
seeing things that are invisible ;" and will ab- 
hor the impiety, and dread the conscqucneM 
of intruding himself into tbe more immediate 
presence of God, in all the impurity of onre- 
prnted and unforgiven sin. 

And now, my yonng friends, let mc r*.-- 
lad yon j in conclasion, itwS, ftwte S* ^^^ ««5* - 



36 PASTOBAt LErrBSS. - 

ty for man, but in a stute of liabitaai fitness 
for cotnmunion ; mid that lie is fit, wbo repents 
him truly of liie jiast sins ; sincerely desires to 
be enabled to livo Bocurdiitg to tbe divine law 
for the time lo come ; and believes tbat God, 
for Christ's sake, is ready to forgive all sin. 
He who feels and acts tinis is [iracUcally reli- 
gious ; he is a Christian in deed as well as in 
name anil profession; he is fitted, not merelj 
to communicate, but to live and to die," be- 
cause living or dying he is the Lord's." Sucli 
is tile nature of tlie Sacrament, to wWcb, ss 
Christ's minister, I invite you ; and Bttdi^B 
tlio rational system of self- ex ami it at ion and 
preparation which I feel myself bound to re- 
commend, as necessary to a profitable con- 
munion, and 1 mny add also, as necessary to 
salvation. Thai Hod may give you grace lo 
improve this highest ordinance of tbe Cborcti 
to the full oxtimt of its purposes of mercy, if 
I he prayer of youi foithl'ul Friend and Piistor, 

C. H. Tebrot. 1 
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Kfh. iv. II, 12; 1 Ti-M. V. 17-32; TiTITti^ 



My Young Friends, 
It wilt appear, I anspect, to many, that tb« 
■ubject which I now propose to lay before 
you, is of too trifling im|iortance to be as- 
sociated with those weightier matters which 
have been considered in my former Letters. 
I certainly do not consider it as being of 
equal importance with tliem ; and yet, if the 
Evangelist describing the state of the early 
Cbriatians, thongbt it not enough to aay, that 
they abode in the Apostles' daclrine, but added 
that they abode in theiv felhwehip also; it 
way be worth our while to consider, whether, 
amidst the various sects into which the Church 
of Christ is now unfortunately divided, there 
be any which possesses a fairer claim to this 

I fellowship than others. 

. In pursuing thia enquiry, it appears ne- 
cesEary to shew, in the first place, that our 

I Saviour, when on earth, not only revealed a 

I system of truths, but formed uU VVio^ft "''^S 



believnt Ihoee liuths, into a society. By I 
Bodety, I mean a certain niimbef of petfeona 
voluntarily combined together for some com- 
mon purpose, Bobject to obligations, and en- 
joying privilegps not shared by the reel of \ 
mankind. And as obligations caD be enforced, ' 
and privileges enjoyeS, only under a regutat 
and orderly system of administration, it is He- 
ceeeary tbat every society which serves iU 
purpose, should have certain officers to super- 
intend and rule it. The question then is, lUd 
our Saviour, personally, and by his Apoatlea, 
institute a visible society upon enrth ? TBal 
He did, is clear from the following consider* 
ations : — 1 . The very first generation of Chris- 
tians were so closely associated, not merely 
in BamenesB of belief, hut also in seqaluT 
polity, as to have " all things in common," 
(^Acis iv. 3!2). 2. All the members of this as- 
sociation had a definite and avowed purpoui 
to be eflTected by their church -membershipi 
namely, the securing of their salvation, (..rfofe 
ii. 47.) 3. This society had a distinct ttuai 
qf iniliaiion, by which each of its tnembi^ 
was distinguished from all the rest of mtui- j 
kind, namely, the sacrament of baptisni, QAdk \ 
u. 41.) 4, It had excbmve priviittgea ; soch t 
as the promises of Christ's special prceeiieb, [ 
and aids of the Spirit, the use of the Lorj^l 
Supper, and other means of grai^e, and ti» [ 
promise of eternal salvation conditional Qp<Hi | 
tie proper use of these, (^Acin ii. 3tt, 311 
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J!ph. ii. 19-22.) Si., It liad proper oJRcers for 
Jjie maintenance pf its [lolity, and I lie further- 
Mice of its purpuae ; namely, Christ himself; 
f', the High Priest of our profession." llw 
^pDstlea uppojnted by him personally, and 
^en the ministers of different ranks appoint- 
ed by them and their successors, (EphA.*£i; 

% 11.) 

fc) There can then be no doubt but that all pro- 
;^ssed believers in Christ, did in the lirst age 
oE Christianity constitute a society called the 
:vhurcb ; and we have now to consider wliMt 
&s been the fate of this society in the period 
Xetween the primitive age iind onr own. That 
S|e same society which had been fuanded in 
we Apostolic age, continued, without inlerrup; 
^on or violent alteration, to eubsiat in titc next 
^ntury, is clear from the undoubted records 
^f antiquity, especially from the remain^ of 
l^oee writers usually denominated the ApoB- 
^^ic Fathers. If you wish to acquire an uccu- 
ijSbie knowledge of the evidence on this l>ead, 
|y would send you to the second chapter of Mr. 
I^OClair's First Dissertation on Episcopacy. 
uAili^as the continuity of a society is best proved 
3y proving the regular succession of its otlicf I's, 
QUsball transcribe from that Dissertation a re- 
^BBrkahte passage there c|uoted from the wri- 
lUogs. of Tertullian, the eailiesl of the Latin 
ffiftthers ; and as the dale is an imporlanl mnt- 
Kjir in this entjuiry, you must bear in mJnd that 
fflie passage was wiilten u,Viuvi.\. wtvc, \w.v>^'i.*^ 
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years after tbe death of the lRstsucriT)iigA]ioa- 
tie. He is Bpeaking of the hereticn of tliat titee, 
aad 8B3's — " Let them shew us the origin of 
their Churches ; let them nnrol a catalogue o( 
their Bishops, from the eavliest to the latest, 
by wbicli their first Bishop may appear to havt 
had for his founder and immediate predeceesinv 
either some Ajioatie or some Apostolic penohr 
living in the time of the Apostles. For tfaiftia 
the established mode in ^vbich the ApoetcJiii 
Churches count up their pedigree. Tbe ch«rc!i 
of Smyrna, for example, counts up to Polycaip,) 
appointed by St. John ; the church of Roinei 
to Clement, ordained by St. Peter ; er> ia iikft 
manner the other churches produce their flrst 
Biahopa apostolically constituted, that by IbeW 
the apostolic succession might be propagAtedi | 
and continued." Here you see that a writer of 
high credit informs us, that the several chiircbea 
at theend of the second century were well coll?? 
viDced, and had written evidence to proTe.ttet. 
they had continued as uninterrnpted sDcietiei»r 
ever since the time of the Apostles. After Hu*1 
tbe historical evidences are so numerous Md 
explicit, that no one has been found boldl 
enough to suggest the probability of any break) 
in the continuance of the Church as a society^ 
dovrn to tbe time of the Reformation. Darji^i 
this long period, and as appears from tbe«Xii 
tract, at the time of TertulHan, and, as wf 
learn from Scripture, in the Apostolic itg« itMlJjJ 
tiere were heretics and acWamatics. By He. 
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retlca we andersUnd persons whose belief ia 
oppoeed to the truth as revealed in Scripture ; 
by Scbistnatics, those who separate theiDselTCS 
ftom the Church, considered as a society, by 
breaking its rules and disobeying its officers. 
No specific heresy had, however, formed itself 
into an abiding society ; and the only extensive 
scbisio which, at the time of the Reformation, 
existed in the visible Church, was the divisioD 
between the Greeli and Latin portions of it,, i, 
Throughout western Europe, then, and w6 
may say throughout the far greater part df 
Christendom, there existed an apparent unity 

En all matters both of doctrine and of disci- 
e. But in allowing this, we must remem- 
that for some time previous to Luther, very 
etrong measures had been found necessary, in 
order to insure this apparent unity ; and that 
men were kept from what the rulers of the 
Cfanrcb chose to consider heresy and schism, 
at least as much by the fear of offending against 
the Inquisition, as by the fear of sinning against 
God. 

At the Reformation, hewever, as yon ell 
know, arery great change took place. Tbt 
great change which had previously taken place 
in the intellectual character of Europe by the 
invention of printing, and the restoration of 
Greek literature, rendered necessary some aU 
tnation in the religious system. The aba 
dWWwWdi, in BO many centnriei ofi^ ' 



rhe aba^^^ 
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und barbarism, had beea accumulate 

the fair edifice of Cltrint's Cburcli, 

Jonger be tolerated by an a^i> comparativrif 
<!olightened ; and consequently tlie Iterorma- 
tion took plnce. Hud men b«en alluwed at 
tbis crisis to follow the convictions of reason 
and conscience, the results migbt have be^ 
very diDerent; but, unfortunately, tempor^ 
policy and religious intolerance tbrewtbeswopl 
into the scale, and men were brougbt to jud^ 
of the most important spiritual questions io tbt^ 
spirit of party, and with all their malignant 
passions in active operation. 

The result then was, that the larger Rwi 
richer portion of Europe adhered to the super 
stitions of popery, and to the whole systeceof 
ecclesiastical polity as then subsisting ; iW 
another portion, abjuring these superstitloas, 
still adhered to tbe fundamental articles ^f the 
Christian faith, but reconstructed the Cbarcli 
as a society ; while a third portion reforiflf<! 
their polity as they had done their doctrine, 
by merely throwing away what was false- or 
superfluous in each; but scrupulously abetaineii 
irom breaking the continuous unity of tlf 
Church. To this last portion we adhere ; ani 
as we constitute the smallest of the three di- 
visions of Christendom, it is the more MicRin- 
bent upon us to be ready to give a reason.jifff 
adhering to that middle line which our fatberi 
adopted, as most agreeable both to truth .am' 
to expediency. ' 
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If, Iheni my young frienJE, you sbonld be 
asked by a member of thcChorch of Rome, why 
yontr fathers broke the unity of tlie Church by sd- 
eeding from the general cominunion of Christi- 
ans at the period of the Reformation, I would ad- 
vise you not to account for, but to deny the fact. 
They — I speak of the English Reformers— set 
«p no new order of ecclesiastical government. 
They found that the Church in general, though 
bnilt upon the foundation of the prophets and 
Hpostles, had been overwhelmed by a mass of 
Iffiterogeneous rubbish ; and this rubbish tbey 
knew it to be Iheir duty to clear away- Nor 
'•was the fundamental reason which forced them 
"into reformation any minute scruple of ovcr- 
^Wce consciences, any matter of standing or of 
Mtneeling, of organs or surplices. Thatofwhich 
t'they had to reform the public services of tho' 
Wdbnrcb was ulolalr;/; not so much the mate- 
rial idolatry of image worship, as the crime 
Irttf" worshipping and serving the creature more 
bflian the creator;" and of setting up a thousand 
■taiDted mediators in the place of that " one 
I^Uediator whom God hath appointed between 
■ttlod and man, the man Christ Jesus," (1 Tim. 
m. 5.) In reforming herself, the Church of 
jIliChriBt in England used ber Christian liberty, 
nnd performed her Christian obligations ; aiid 
Mie guilt of separation lies with those who ex- 
bioinmunicated her for ber return to primitive 
nnrity of doctrine. 
' If you are aBked, on U\e ofeet Vasii, -^V^ 
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tb«y made so imperfect a use of the liberty 
th«y had attained, and remained bo far bft> 
iiitiil the rest of Europe in the extent of their 
reforms, you may ontiwer, that our fathen 
went upon tbe principle of changing notbids 
which they could conscientiously retain. Tbay 
believed that the Church as a society had 
been instituted by Christ himself; and as it 
etill esisted, they did not acknowledge in 
themselves or in others a right to form a new 
aasociation. They l)elieved that tbe laws of 
this society bad been vitiated, its obligation! 
altered, its privileges abridged ; and thera* 
fore they betieved that it was not merely their 
eight, but their bounden duty to do their ot- 
most towards restoring it to its original {Hirity. 
But they never isiagioed they had a commis- 
sion to form a new:<society, such as their 
notions of e:(pediency might dictate ; original 
purity WHS the object, and it was also tha 
limit of their reforraa. Thus they threw off 
the paramount authority of the Bishop of 
Rome, because they knew it to be an usarptf 
tion ; but they retained tbe order of Bishops, 
because they knew it to be of Apostolic itotk : 
tution. ; 

Such, my young friends, waa the principle ' 
upon which the Church of which we have tha ' 
blessing to be members was reformed. Ours 
is no (nodern nEsociation. We ground oar i 
faith, not upon tbe acts of Hrnry or Kdwaat^' 
bat ui'Qa Om Auis of tbe A.\wKtlea \ and v*' 
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•eknonledge ao birthilay of onr Church eub- 
sequent to tfa&t on wbicb oar Saviour com* 
Bnasioned his Apostles to " go and teaoh all 
nations, baptising them in tha nnme of the 
Father, and of tlie Son, and of the Hoty 
Ghoat." We acknowledge all baptized pet* 
sons as members of Christ's visible Church: 
bot we are forced to perceive that some of 
thpEB have unwarrantably departed from tha ■ 
Apoatlee' doctrine, and that others have aa- 
warrantabiy broken up that society nhicb tlw 
Apostles described as the body of Christ, ' 
undivided and indivisible. 1 eay not these 
things in order that yon may condemn eitliep 
sects or persons who differ from us as sehie- 
maticsl. If I thought there were any ten- 
dancy to such a spirit among you, 1 wou)(t 
Bay, " who art thou that judgest another man's 
servant f" But I eay them, in order to satisfy 
you of the stabiiily of (lie ground on which 
you stand as Episcopalian Protestants; and 
to arm you sgainst arguments which, as the 
fFfffId now stunds, I cannot flatter myself you 
wiU escape being assailed with. You wH) 
probably meet with sealoua ami conscientious 
persons, some of whom will urge that tjiere 
is no salvation out oftbe communion of Rom«i 
others that the oi.W true church is some )ittl« 
society founded the other day) and otheirs, 
that thsre does not exist, nnr ever eKisted, 
suuh tt thing ks a visible Cburcb of Clttlat 
afren uartlu i do act meati to wnt -^ci^ V\'^ 



we^poDfi to combat the arguments of sucli 
persons; for this you can be quaiilied only by 
a careful etudy of tbe ecclesiastical history of 
the first centuries. But I trust that tbe con- 
aiderations I liave been laying before you will 
serve to secure you from the effect of vague 
assertion and declamation, either against otir 
ecelesiafitical polity, or \a favour of any other. 
And that you should be secured from this 
effect is, I think, a matter of no small impor- 
tance : for where there does exist a conecjeii- 
tious regard for religion, it is deeply to be 
regretted that it should be wasted on the un- 
proiitable task of choosing a church. 
. Being sattsSed, then, that tbe religious so- 
ciety in which God's providence has placed 
you, is really a branch of the society founded 
by Christ, and to which He committed the 
dispensation of his word, and sacraments ; kenp 
in view, I beseech you, that the object for 
which this society was instituted, was the 
training up for heaven of " a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works." Whether our church 
be .apostolic or schismatic ; whether its doc- 
trines be orthodox or heretical ; whether its 
liturgy be edifying or delusive, are questions 
intrinsically of great importance, but of very 
little importance to tbe man who has no sin- 
cere desire to attain personally the objects 
for which tbe Church itself was instituted. 
That purpose was sanctidcation, the bring- 
iiig of man's affecUoiiB vtvto conformity with 
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the revealed wUI of God ; which conformity ie 
and must be the higliest perfection of every 
created being. And as we know that the 
Church consists of two portions, one glorified 
' in heaven, the other militant upon earth, we 
therefore pray daily that the will of God may 
"be done on earth as it is in heaven : that is to 
-^ay, tliat the means of grace may be used so 
■ as to effect the purposes of grace; that all 
- baptized persons may keep steadily in view 
the nature and consequences of their baptis- 
mal covenant ; that the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper may neither be profanely re- 
jected, nor careleBsly and formally attended, 
but with sincere repentance and hearty faith; 
that thus there may daily be less and leas 
distinction between the ideas of the f)si'6/e and 
spirilual Church ; and that the society now 
educating for heaven may daily be more and 
more fitted for admission to their eternal in- 
heritance. That such may be the progress of 
Christ's universal Church on earth, and of 
' you, ray young friends, as individual members 
of it, is the sincere prayer of your Friend and 
"Pastor, 

C. H. TERRO¥t 
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